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Center of Excellence for Poultry Science

PARTNERS
Faculty, Students Making Marks
By Dr. James Denton, Director
Center of Excellence for Poultry Science

T

his past year exemplifies how
the faculty and students of
the University of Arkansas
Poultry Science Program are making
their marks in the Arkansas poultry
industry and beyond.
Our faculty and students are
receiving attention both nationally
and at the collegiate level by being
named as recipients of several coveted awards.
Dr. Nick Anthony received Arkansas Alumni Society Outstanding
Advising Award. Dr. Gisela Erf
received the John W. White Teaching
Award, and Dr. Kirby received the
John W. White Research Award.
Graduate student David Cawthon
won the Gamma Sigma Delta Ph.D.
Oral Presentation Award.
Undergraduate students also
received recent awards; Joyce Jong
received the Gamma Sigma Delta
Undergraduate Research Presentation Award, Chad Clem was recognized as the Poultry Science Student
of the Year at the International Poultry Exposition in Atlanta and
Scharidi Hale was elected VicePresident/President Elect of the National Poultry Science Club at the
International Poultry Exposition in
Atlanta.
The Poultry Science Program is
being recognized for leadership in a
number of areas through its partnership with the Arkansas Poultry Federation (now the Poultry Federation). In the past year, the Poultry
Center has hosted the EPA National
Poultry Dialogue, the National Poul-
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try Waste Management Symposium,
the National Restaurant Association
Executive Study Group and was also
featured with the University of Arkansas and the Food Safety Consortium at the Congressional Reception
sponsored by the National Association of State Universities and Land
Grant Colleges in Washington, D. C.
The Poultry Center continues to

host HACCP short courses and the
HACCP Coordinators Roundtable
and also has hosted the Male
Breeder Fertility Clinic. Center
faculty members are involved with
the Human Relations Training Seminars, Regulation Five Training,
Waste Management Training, the
Arkansas Producers Symposium and
See Marks Page 2

1999 Poultry Science Graduates

1999 Poultry
Science
graduates
gather for a
photo after the
club banquet
April 17.
BACHELOR OF SCIENCE
David Austin, Decatur
Aaron Barrett, Gravette*
Chasadee Bright, Flippin*
Chad Clem, Malvern - Magna Cum Laude
Jennifer George, Cassville
Chris Harris, Spiro, OK
Padgett Isaacks, Flippin
Bart Karns, Lincoln
Mike McConnell, Fayetteville
Patricia Moore, Wheaton, MO - Magna Cum Laude
Cory Owenby, Hackett*

Sarah Parks, Fayetteville - Magna Cum Laude
Scott Ramer, Springdale**
Angela Sheppard, Pea Ridge
Darby Spurlock, Huntsville**
Erin Weaver, Springdale**
W. Gabe Wight, Huntsville
Randy Yates, Decatur
MASTER OF SCIENCE
Chi-Ching (Sally) Foong
Aruna Panda

**Degree requirements completed fall 1998, *Degree requirements to be completed summer 1999

Cate Brothers and Craft
Guilds Slated for PSA BBQ
Registration information will be out
in this summer to attend the University
of Arkansas hosted Poultry Science Association meeting August 8-11.
In addition to seminars and scientific
sessions, participants will have several fun
activities to attend. An ice cream social will
follow the opening keynote speaker on Sunday evening. Monday night will be a barbecue at Prairie Grove Battlefield State
Park with five local craft guilds demonstrating basket weaving,
tatting, quilting, spinning and wood carving, along with entertainment by the Cate Brothers. Tuesday night will feature a
trip to Eureka Springs to see the Passion Play or Pine Mountain
Jamboree. The festivities will end with an awards banquet
Wednesday night.
In addition to good memories, the participants will be
taking home an Arkansas original cookbook and other gifts.
For more information on the PSA program or sponsorship
opportunities, please contact Diana Bisbee, event coordinator,
at (501) 575-4952 or dbisbee@comp.uark.edu

U

A-Fayetteville chancellor John A. White recently visited
the Dale Bumpers College of Agricultural, Food and Life
Sciences poultry health lab and poultry processing plant.
Noel Neighbor and Lisa Newberry, CEPS research specialists, gave
White the grand tour of the poultry health lab; John Marcy, CEPS
Extension food scientist, and Rodney Wolfe, processing plant
manger, gave the tour of the plant and the new further processing
facility.

Faculty Members and Students
Honored at Convocation
Three poultry science faculty members received awards at the Dale Bumpers College of Agricultural, Food and Life Sciences annual Honors Convocation April 15.
Gisela Erf, immunology, received the John W. White Teaching and NACTA Teaching Award of Merit, John Kirby, reproductive physiology, received the John W. White
Research award, and Nick Anthony, poultry breeding and genetics, received the Alumni
Society Outstanding Advising award.
Also during the convocation ceremonies, Chad Clem received the Department of
Poultry Science Outstanding Senior award and David Cawthon received the
department’s Outstanding Graduate Student award.

Faculty Provide Division Briefing
The faculty in the Poultry Center
participated in an Administrative Briefing
for Vice President for Agriculture Milo
Shult, Associate Vice President-Research
Charles Scifres, Associate Director Research Greg Weidemann and Associate
Director-Extension Mike French on January 6.
Each faculty member provided an
overview of their research/teaching/extension accomplishments including the short/
long term goals, target clientele, funding
sources, bottom line findings and future
program directions.
Dr. Shult indicated that the Division

Administration was very pleased with what
the faculty is accomplishing and reported
to the Arkansas Legislature that the Center
is now recognized as the premier Poultry
Science Program, not just for Arkansas, but
both nationally and internationally. He
also stated that the research and education
programs are serving not just the vitally
important poultry industry but also making
outstanding contributions to associated
areas in human health, economic development and environmental stewardship.
Congratulations to the faculty and
staff for your recognition! Your efforts are
being recognized and appreciated.
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the River Valley Poultry Expo.
As the Poultry Center Program
continues to grow and mature, we
will continue to strive to be involved
in the critical issues which are vital
to the poultry industry. Our faculty
and students will work very hard to
represent the Poultry Center and the
Arkansas Poultry Industry in a first
rate manner. We thought you would
enjoy seeing a snapshot of our recent
accomplishments.

PARTNERS is a newsletter for faculty,
staff, students, alumni and friends of the
Center of Excellence for Poultry Science,
University of Arkansas Division of Agriculture and Dale Bumpers College of Agricultural, Food and Life Sciences, UA-Fayetteville.
CEPS Director and Poultry Science Department Head: Dr. James Denton
Editor: Shawnna Brannon

❖ ❖ ❖
Address correspondence to Department of
Poultry Science, 0114 Poultry Science Center,
University of Arkansas, Fayetteville, AR 72701.
Phone 501-575-4952 - FAX 501-575-3026

Center Loses Faculty Member and Friend

U

niversity of
Arkansas
poultry
science professor
John Kirkpatrick
Skeeles, Sr., 53,
died March 21,
1999, in Beijing,
China, while on a
trip to lecture at and
visit the China Agricultural University in Beijing and
Zhejiang Agricultural University in
Hangzhou.
Skeeles received a bachelor’s degree from Louisiana Tech University, a
doctor of veterinary medicine degree
from Oklahoma State University and a
master’s and doctorate degree in medical
microbiology from the University of
Georgia.
He came to the University of Arkansas in 1978 and was appointed full professor in 1988. He was a poultry veterinarian working in the area of poultry
health and diseases in the Arkansas
Agricultural Experiment Station. He
taught poultry health and veterinary
science in the Dale Bumpers College of
Agricultural, Food and Life Sciences.

He held a diplomate status in the
American College of Veterinary Microbiologists and was secretary-treasurer of
the American College of Poultry Veterinarians. He was a member of the American Veterinary Medical Association and

about that. He was one of the most
pleasant people to work with and very
hard working.”
Survivors include his wife, Carol
Lynn Van Wyngarden Skeeles, to whom
he was married May 29, 1967; two
daughters and sons-in-law,
Betsy Hughes and James of
He’ll be a tremendous loss to
Spokane, Wash., and Carey
Baldwin and Scott of Provo,
our program . . . He was one of
Utah; one son, John
the most pleasant people to
Kirkpatrick Skeeles, Jr.,
work with and very hard
serving a Latter Day Saints
working.
mission in Santiago, Chile;
James Denton,
four grandchildren; his faHead of Poultry Science Department &
ther of Alexandria, La., and
Director of the Center of Excellence
one brother, Bill Skeeles of
New Orleans, La.
the American Association of Avian Pathologists.
Skeeles was an Army veteran and a
emorials may be made to
lieutenant colonel in the Army Reserve
the John Kirk Skeeles
with the 431st Civil Affairs Battalion.
scholarship
fund by contacting
He served in Desert Storm in 1992 and
the
Agricultural
Development
in Bosnia in 1996 and 1997.
Council.
James Denton, head of the poultry
c/o Agricultural Development Council
science department and director of the
P.O. Box 2219
Center of Excellence for Poultry SciFayetteville,
AR 72702-2219
ence, said, “He’ll be a tremendous loss
to our program; there’s no question

M

Los Alamos Lab Learns
Biosafety Lessons from UA
Los Alamos National Laboratory recently looked to the University
of Arkansas Center of Excellence for Poultry Science (CEPS) for answers to their questions about building a biosafety level-three laboratory
(BSL3).
Cheryl Lemanski and Karen Hill from Los Alamos National
Laboratory’s life sciences division in New Mexico toured the poultry
science health lab, which is capable of the highest biosafety rating of any
university laboratory dedicated to poultry research, to acquire hands-on
experience that will benefit their organization’s new BSL3 laboratory,
which is in the planning stage.
Biosafety procedures associated with entering, working in
and exiting the lab were discussed and demonstrated by Dr. Lisa
Newberry and Noel Neighbor, CEPS research specialists. An
overview of construction considerations for the planning of a
BSL3 laboratory, an overview of heating, ventilation and air conditioning procedures, and basic biosafety were also discussed.
Neighbor said he believed the objectives of the intense, two-day
visit were met and the visitors were able to return with a thorough understanding of what goes into the construction and operation of a biosafety
level three laboratory.

▲ Noel Neighbor, CEPS research specialist, (right) demonstrates how
to change a HEPA filter during a visit by Los Alamos National Laboratory
representatives Karen Hill (center) and Cheryl Lamanski.
“One of the least expensive answers to national concern over
biosafety is to make sure that researchers have not only the ability to
follow standard laboratory practices, but also have a working knowledge
of what is required to plan and construct their specialized facilities. These
researchers will then be able to assist engineers and builders in effectively translating biosafety construction guidelines into finished laboratories. The U of A has been contributing to the accomplishment of this
goal,” Neighbor said.
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UA Poultry Judging Team Places Second
◆ Spring Team Finishes Behind Host LSU by Only Nine Points Out of a Possible 4,200

T

he University of Arkansas poultry judging
team won second place in the Southern Collegiate Poultry Judging Contest, held April 7-9
in Baton Rouge, Louisiana.
The team finished behind host LSU by only nine
points out of a possible 4,200 and bested twelve other
collegiate teams. The UA team also won third in the
production division, fourth in breed selection and
second in market products.
Team members, all undergraduates of the Dale
Bumpers College of Agricultural, Food and Life
Sciences, also finished strong in individual competition. Jon Warner of Harrison, finished third, five
points off of the lead; Randy Yates of Decatur finished sixth; Micah Bone of Batesville finished eleventh and Crystal Cornish of Nashville finished
twenty-sixth.
Coaching the team were Jason Emmert, poultry
science undergraduate curriculum coordinator, and
▲The University of Arkansas poultry judging team took second place in the Southern
Erin Weaver, UA poultry science graduate and reCollegiate Poultry Judging Contest held recently at Louisiana State University in Baton
search assistant. Poultry science student Tim Peters
Rouge, La. The team members are: (from left) Jon Warner, UA coach Jason Emmert,
assisted.
Crystal Cornish, Micah Bone, assistant coach Erin Weaver, Randy Yates and assistant
Emmert said one of the highlights of the compeTim Peters.
tition was when Cornish finished with the top score
in broken-out eggs, which is considered one of the
most difficult classes. The team also finished with the highest
all of the awards they received. Even more important, this group
score in broken-out eggs.
of students developed a closeness rarely seen among collegiate
“I am extremely proud of this team. The dedication and
teams. I feel very lucky to have been a part of this team,” Emdrive they exhibited was tremendous, and they certainly deserve
mert said.
Poultry Science
Club member
Jill Townsend
helps Tony Li,
son of poultry
science faculty
member Yanbin
Li, die eggs
during the
second annual
Easter egg hunt
sponsored by
the UA
pre-vet and
poultry science
clubs.

Clubs Host Easter Bunny
The Easter bunny arrived a little early to the University of
Arkansas campus to help the UA pre-vet and poultry science clubs
host an Easter egg hunt for children of the Fayetteville women’s
shelter and children of the faculty and staff of the Dale Bumpers
College of Agricultural, Food and Life Sciences.
The two clubs joined forces this year to host the second annual
event for approximately 60 children Tuesday, March 30. Four
hundred plastic eggs filled with candy and prizes were hidden on
the lawn of the Center of Excellence for Poultry Science, and the
CEPS processing plant donated 15 dozen eggs that were dyed an
array of brilliant colors by the kids.
Mischelle Fryar, pre-vet club member, said, “This started out
as us doing something good for the women’s shelter and faculty
members, but it’s just a lot of fun.”
The Easter bunny, pre-vet club president Nick Coston, was the
highlight for many children as they posed for photos and received
huge bunny hugs.
“Being in the costume was a great experience because I was
able to watch each kid’s face light up as they saw the big Easter
bunny! If we made one kid go home with a smile, it was all worthwhile,” Coston said.
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PSGA Elects
Officers

UA Poultry Science Club
Celebrates Excellent Year

New Officers
for Poultry
Science Club
The UA Poultry Science Club
recently elected officers to serve
during the fall 1999 semester.
Crystal Cornish will serve as
president for her second consecutive semester, Christina Spears is
vice-president, Jill Townsend is
secretary, Kim Sherman is treasurer
and Clint Little and Becky
Lockheart are publicity chairpersons.

▲

The Poultry Science Graduate
Association recently elected new
officers.
Brenda Kidd is president of the
organization, Christ Fritts is vicepresident, Jianlin Si is secretary,
Hang Xie is treasurer and Mary
Forman is liaison.

Randy Odglen, Simmons Foods, Inc., was
the guest speaker at the 7th Annual Poultry
Science Club Awards Banquet April 17.
Other industry people were present to show
support for the club, and Friends of Poultry
Science awards were given to Kim Richter,
Tyson Foods, Robert Handley, Ross Breeders,
and Jon Porter, Porter and Associates.

T

he Poultry Science Club held its
7th annual awards banquet April
17 at the Fayetteville Clarion Inn.
Crystal Cornish presided over the
ceremonies and Randy Odglen, Simmons
Foods, was the guest speaker.
During the banquet, seniors were
recognized and fall 1999 scholarship notices for current students were distributed.
Club members also presented faculty
members and friends with awards.
Dr. Dustan Clark received the Big
Chicken award, Dr. Park Waldroup received the Big Turkey award and Dr. Mark
Parcells received the Hard Nose award.
Friends of Poultry Science awards
were presented to Kim Richter, Tyson
Foods, Robert Handley, Ross Breeders,

and Jon Porter, Porter and Associates.
The club also honored some of its
own. The Most Memorable Club Member
award went to Gabe Wight, the Club
Member of the Year award went to Chad
Clem and the New Comer of the Year
award went to Jill Townsend.
The collegiate judging teams were
recognized by coach Jason Emmert and a
slide show of the club activities during the
past year rounded out the evening.
A silent auction was held again this
year, which raised $1,100 to benefit the
Poultry Science Club. The money will
help pay for the students’ trip to the International Poultry Exposition, the annual
awards banquet and community service
projects.

UA Poultry Students Spread Judging Fever
Spring in Arkansas means poultry judging time. This spring,
poultry science faculty and staff members and students helped
with shows across the state and some major out-of-state contests.
They also provided training for FFA groups and students
throughout Arkansas.
Erin Weaver, CEPS research specialist, was a judge in the
broiler division of the 1999 Baton Rouge Livestock Show in
February, and the turkey division of the 1999 Houston Livestock
Show in March. These are major shows involving hundreds of
birds, and only top judges are selected to participate.
Jason Emmert, CEPS faculty member, said the interest in
poultry judging seems to be growing, more schools are becoming more and more competitive, and the Center of Excellence
feels very strongly in providng training opportunities for students across the state.
“It is a great chance for our students to interact with high
school instructors and students. It helps high school students see
that some of the UA students are no different, and that they can
succeed in college,” Emmert said.

▲ Scharidi Hale (center) served as judge at the Buffalo Island Broiler Show
at Jonesboro April 9. CEPS faculty member Susan Watkins and students Eric
Hagedon, Bobby James, Aaron Stanphill, Chasadee Bright and Robert LaFleur
sifted birds prior to the show and helped youngsters during the show.
5
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Simmons Celebrates 50 Years

S

immons Foods celebrated its 50
year anniversary by announcing a
series of environmental grants;
beautification projects in communities
where the company has facilities; planting of 2,500 trees to honor their 50 best
customers; bonus checks to the 50 longest tenured employees; and a reception
for employees and community leaders
April 7.
“There have been a lot of people
who helped make us successful,” said
Mark Simmons, chairman of the
company. “They believed in us
when we got started and
helped us as we
grew. Today we
want to honor
them, and our communities, by giving something back.”
Troy Hurt, currently Simmons longest tenured employee, was the first of 50
workers to receive a $50 dollar check as a
symbolic gesture of the company’s fiftyyear history. Mr. Hurt began working for
the company in Siloam Springs in 1959.
Todd Simmons, president of sales
and marketing, research and development, environmental quality and information services for the company announced
several environmental grants as part of
the company’s 50th anniversary.
Siloam Springs Mayor M. L.
“Moose” Van Poucke proclaimed April 7
as Simmons Foods Day and a congratulatory letter from Arkansas Governor Mike
Huckabee was presented and read.

“The growth and innovations of this
business is amazing,” said Mark
Simmons, chairman of the company.
“My father, M. H. “Bill” Simmons, and
Frank Pluss formed the company in
Decatur in 1949 as Pluss Poultry with our
first processing plant in an old hotel.
When they built a new plant in Siloam
Springs in 1952, they could process
10,000 chickens a day, which was considered a big operation at the time. Today,
we can process 10,000
chickens in 30 minutes.”
Bill Simmons bought
out Frank Pluss’ share of the business in the mid-50’s and renamed the
company Plus Poultry by dropping a “s”
in the name.
In the early 70’s the company was
renamed Simmons Industries and Mark
Simmons was named president following
the death of his father in 1974.
The company became Simmons
Foods in the early 90’s to better reflect its
focus on food products.
Simmons now employs 4,400 people
in 16 locations and has approximately
450 family farmers in the tri-state area
under contract to supply birds. The company is one of the ten largest privately
held poultry processing companies in the
nation and is currently ranked in the top
20 of all broiler processing companies in
the United States.
The company headquarters is located
in Siloam Springs, Ark.
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Eggceptional
Video Wins
Eggceptional Ideas for Food
Science Creations, an educational
video produced by Ray Nielsen
and Sandra Ake of the Arkansas
Educational Television Network,
and co-sponsored by the Center
of Excellence for Poultry Science, the American Egg Board
and the Arkansas Egg Council,
received a Silver CINDY award
in the Fall Edition of the 40th
Annual International Cinema in
Industry Competition.
Out of over 2,700 entries, the
Eggceptional Ideas educational
video placed in the top 15% of all
programming entered.
Dr. John Marcy, CEPS Extension food scientist, worked on
the project and appeared in the
video.

TFSC on Road
The Department of Poultry
Science recently hosted a Road
Show presented by the UA Teaching and Faculty Support Center.
Dr. Craig Beyrouty, TFSC CoDirector, facilitated the discussion,
titled "We Interrupt This
Lecture...The Interrupted Lecture
as a Teaching Strategy."

Technical Adivsory Committee Meets With CEPS Faculty

T

he Poultry Federation Technical
Advisory Committee (TAC)
met at the Center of Excellence
to review faculty research May 25.
This was the third meeting of the
committee and the Center of Excellence since last October when half the
faculty members presented research
overviews.
Both parties met again this February for the committee’s response to
CEPS research overviews and to offer
input on the direction in which the
industry felt researchers should head.
The purposes of the committee
meetings are to improve communica-

tion between researchers, teachers,
Extension faculty and the Arkansas
poultry industry and to offer guidance
into current and future research. These
meetings also foster involvement of
faculty members in Federation committees.
During the most recent meeting,
Drs. John Kirby, reproductive physiologist, Yanbin Li, food safety/food
processing, Gerry Huff, USDA/microbiologist, David Chapman, parasitologist, Dustan Clark, Extension poultry
health veterinarian, Bill Huff, USDA/
physiologist, Nick Anthony, poultry
breeding and genetics, Mike Slavik,
6

microbiologist, Susan Watkins, Extension poultry specialist, and Xie Li,
representing Narayan Rath, USDA/
physiologist, gave short general overviews of their research. A short question-and-answer session followed each
presentation.
TAC members attending the most
recent meeting were Marty Allen,
ConAgra Frozen Foods, Tim Thompson, Cal-Maine, Roy Brister, Tyson
Foods, Inc., Randy Odglen, Simmons
Foods, Inc., Deryl Oxford, Cargill,
Inc., Chet Wiermuscz, Cobb Vantress,
Inc., and Gary Warren, Hubbard ISA.

ACTA Serving
Students
About 25 representatives of the
University of Arkansas Dale
Bumpers College of Agricultural,
Food and Life Sciences and several
two-year colleges around the state
met recently to begin ironing out
specific ways to serve students who
want to transfer to a four-year U of
A program.
At a meeting of ACTA representatives hosted by Northwest
Arkansas Community College,
faculty and administrators from the
ACTA campuses began addressing
several details. ACTA personnel
will spend the next few months
looking at more efficient ways to
coordinate transfer of credits, curriculum, recruitment of students,
financial aid, associate degree offerings, and grant applications.
“ACTA is real and it is functioning,” said Charles Scifres, dean
of Bumpers College at the U of A
in Fayetteville.

I

became interested in genetics at a
very early age. . . I obtained my
first egg incubator ($3.99 postage
paid from the back of Field and Stream
magazine) when I was in the sixth
grade. I knew that I wanted to be a
biologist in the fifth grade when my
brother’s teacher, Mr. Wallace, told me
that they paid people to study living
things and that it was called biology.”
Dr. Okimoto received his B.S.
degree in Biology/Genetics from the
University of California, Berkeley, in
1979, and completed his Ph.D. in Biology in 1992 at the University of Utah.
He did post-doctoral research in Salt
Lake City, Utah, at Genmark, a biotechnology based company dedicated to the
genetic improvement of cattle, under the
supervision of Dr. Michel Georges.
Further post-doctoral study was continued in the Microbiology Department of
Michigan State University in the laboratory of Dr. Jerry B. Dodgson. He joined
the faculty of the University of Arkansas
in July 1996.

Houston Nutt Keynote
Speaker at ’99 Symposium
Approximately 750 people attended the 1999 annual Poultry Symposium held
April 13-14 at the Holiday Inn in Springdale.
The Poultry Federation event spotlighted over 25 speakers from across the
country addressing topics from nutritional concerns to waste management.
CEPS faculty members also gave presentations at the symposium. James Denton gave an update on the Center of Excellence for Poultry Science, John Marcy
gave an overview of HACCP, Dustan Clark spoke about interpreting necropsy
results and Susan Watkins spoke about the bioburner as a new tool in poultry house
sanitation.
Houston Nutt, University of Arkansas head football coach, gave the keynote
address during the first evening of activities.

Second Producer Symposia Success
The second annual Poultry Producer Symposia, sponsored by the Poultry
Federation, were held in Springdale, Conway and Hope on April 15, 20 and 22.
The series of meetings, which attracted approximately 600 poultry producers
across the state, featured topics on ventilation, brooding management, feed withdrawal, environmental issues, tax management and the lender-lendee relationship.
In addition to the program, a mini trade show gave producers an opportunity
to visit with vendors and product suppliers.
Event co-chair, Dr. Susan Watkins, said results of a survey indicate a
unanimous support for this to become an annual event.

Dr. Okimoto has research experience in
the field of plant molecular biology, and he
did his graduate work on the characterization of the mitochondrial genomes of nematodes. His postdoctoral research involved

faculty profile

Ron
Okimoto
genome mapping in vertebrates (cattle and
chickens).
One of his current research projects
involves the genetic material that is inherited
from only the female parent. His research
group is interested in the genetic variation of
both the chicken W sex-chromosome and
the mitochondrial DNA genome.
7

Recent applications of the research
has found significant correlations between maternally inherited genetic
variants and production traits (such as
number of eggs and percent body fat) in
broiler breeder populations. His
laboratory group hopes to develop
the populations and genetic analytical procedures that will allow
them to develop a better understanding of the role of maternally
inherited genetic variation in
production populations and in
nature.
Okimoto said science is simply
a means of answering questions,
but the problem is that we know
quite a lot about biology and it
takes a certain amount of dedication to
learn what is already known so that you
can ask the questions that will give you
new unknown information.
“I can confidently say that if you
want to become a scientist that there is
no shortage of questions that will need
to be answered in the future.”

Faculty Notes
John Kirby gave five invited presentations this spring. “Sperm Mobility and
Fertility in Breeder Turkeys” was presented
at the Wilmar Poultry Company, Wilmar,
Minnesota, March 15. He presented “Hitting the wall? Testis function in elite breeder
males” at the Ohio Agricultural Research
and Development Center, Wooster, Ohio,
March 22. “Testis function in elite broiler
breeder males” was presented at the Department of Animal Science, Ohio State University, Columbus, Ohio, March 23. Kirby
presented “Heritable Sperm Degeneration
in the Domestic Fowl” at the North American Testis Workshop, Sponsored by Serono

Symposia, Inc., Louisville, Kentucky, April
10. “Broiler breeder male reproductive
performance: Does selection for rapid
growth impair adult testis function?” was
presented at the Center for Reproductive
Sciences, Department of Animal Science,
University of Illinois, Urbana, IL, April 21.
Park Waldroup gave an invited presentation on managing feed withdrawal at
the Springdale Producers Symposium April
15.
Susan Watkins was invited to serve on
the U.S. Poultry and Egg Student Advisory
Committee which plans the annual student
program held in conjunction with the Inter-

Grants Awarded
N.B. Anthony, Cobb-Vantress, Inc.,
Evaluation of Ultrasound Technology for
Breast Yield Prediction, $20,292; USDAARS, Genetic Selection for Resistance and
Susceptibility of Poultry to Ascites,
$10,000.
D.M. Barnes, U.S. EPA, Mercury as
an Insulin Mimic: Mechanism of Action
and Potential Physiological Consequences,
$99,724.
D.C. Bisbee, Kemin Industries, Inc.,
Annual Poultry Science Association Meeting, $500.
H.D. Chapman, Butterball Turkey
Company, Performance of Turkey Breeds,
$37,041.
C.N. Coon, IMC Agrico Feed Ingredients, General Research, $3,750; IMC
Agrico Company, General Research,
$3,750.
J.H. Denton, OK Foods, Inc., National Restaurant Association Quality Assurance Executive Study Group, $1,000;
Kemin Industries, Equipment for the Center of Excellence for Poultry Science, $500;
Merial Select, Inc. General Field of Poultry
Science, $7,500; Tyson Foods, Inc., National Restaurant Association Quality Assurance Study Group, $1,000; Water Tech,
Inc., 1999 Poultry Science Association’s
Annual Conference, $250; George’s of
Missouri, Inc., General Research, $30,000;
Institute for Animal Health, Compton
Laboratory, Travel Related to Research,
$588; George’s of Missouri, Inc., General
Research, $25,000.

J.L. Emmert, Prince Agri Products,
Poultry Nutrition, $7,000.
G.F. Erf, Cobb Vantress, Inc., Poultry
Immune Systems, $7,500; Cobb Vantress,
Inc., Immune System Profile in Three Cobb
Female Broiler Breeder Lines, $28,500.
J.D. Kirby, Cobb-Vantress, Inc.,
Regulation of Testis Development and
Function in Breeder Males, $54,720.
R. Okimoto, Cobb-Vantress, Inc.,
Molecular Biology: Feather Color Genetics, $29,229.
A.L. Waldroup, Cargill, Inc., ValueAdded Poultry Products, $4,104.
P.W. Waldroup, Rohm Enzyme Finland Oy, Poultry Nutrition Research,
$6,500; Heartland Lysine, Inc., Amino Acid
Nutrition in Broiler Chickens, $16,000.
S.E. Watkins, Arkansas Poultry
Federation, Poultry Waste Symposium,
$500; Butterball Turkey Company, Turkey
Research, $2,000; George’s, Inc., National
Poultry Waste Management Symposium
and National Restaurant Association Quality Assurance Study Group, $2,000;
Simmons, National Poultry Waste Management Symposium, $500; American
Sugar Cane League, Broiler Production,
$6,050; International Whey Technics, Ltd.,
Broiler Nutrition, $2,145; Tyson Foods,
National Poultry Waste Management
Symposium, $1,000; I.D. Russell, Turkey
Feed Withdrawal, $2,000; Kemin Industries, Inc., Poultry Nutrition, $2,536;
Zinpro Corporation, Poultry Nutrition,
$4,400.
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national Poultry Trade Show in Atlanta each
year. Watkins gave presentations on managing feed withdrawal at the Conway and
Hope Producers Symposia April 20 and 22.
Robert Wideman gave an invited
presentation titled “Causes and Control of
Ascites in Broilers” at the 48th Annual New
England Poultry Health Conference in
Portsmouth, New Hampshire, March 24.

Student Notes
David Cawthon, graduate student of
Walter Bottje, won the PhD oral competition of the first Gamma Sigma Delta student presentation competition Feb. 10. His
presentation was titled “Improved mitochondrial function following sequential
additons of adenosine diphosphate (adp) is
observed in male broilers and leghorns but
not in broilers with ascites (pulmonary
hypertension syndrome, phs).” Co-authors
are M. Iqbal and W. Bottje.
Chad Clem is an intern for Sun Valley
Foods’ product development division in
Scotland this summer.
Joyce Jong won the undergraduate
oral competition of the first Gamma Sigma
Delta student presentation competition Feb.
10. Her presentation was titled “Evaluation
of a yeast product as an alternative protein
and energy source for commercial broilers
during first three weeks of age.” Co-authors
are E. Weaver and J.L. Emmert.
Niki Loupe was selected to be a member of the Razorback Belles, a hospitality
group of undergraduate women who host
athletic recruits that are visiting campus.
Padgett McClain Isaacks is an intern
with the human resources department of
Grampin Country Foods Groups in Scotland this summer.
Christina Spears was selected as a
Dale Bumpers College ambassador for this
next year.
Jill Townsed was selected to be a
member of the University of Arkansas
Student Alumni Board.
Dr. Jorge Vizcarra, post-doc with
John Kirby, gave the invited presentation
“Male broiler breeders: Interaction between
nutrition and reproduction” at CobbVantress in Siloam Springs, Arkansas,
Feb. 25.

